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most honourable father had once read to the Dowager
Empress.

Even before that, Li-Teh had given his wife much
fear and grief. He had tried to convert her to his
views. She didn't talk back but she remained sadly
silent. He had forbidden to swathe Si-ling's little feet.
Then, for the first time, Dao Fan had. lost her outer
composure. She couldn't just sit and see how the
future of her little daughter was ruined. She had
tried to swathe Si-ling's feet on the sly, but Li-Teh had
discovered it and torn the bandages from Si-ling's feet.

He had threatened to divorce Dao Pan if she tried
to "cripple" Si-ling's feet. He had actually said
" cripple " as if Dao Fan was trying to blind Si-ling or
cut her arm off. Were Dao Fan's wonderful tiny feet
of which she was so proud, crippled ? Of course, she
was hardly able to move. But then, for what did
aristocracy exist ?

Later Li-Teh became more moderate, and assisted
Yuan Shi Kai; as Dao Fan feared, only because Yuan
Shi Kai was in power. At home, in the education of
his children, everything was topsy-turvy. Li-Teh
insisted on Si-ling learning exactly the same as her
brother; and although Tao was two years older, she
excelled him in courage, even in wildness. It broke
Dao Fan's heart to see how this little girl jumped
about.

The horrible Revolution came. Sun Yat Sen took
possession of Canton. Nothing that ever had been Dao
Fan's pride and support, was left; no nobleness, no
refined, literary education, not the composure and calm
of her times. Everything was hasty, vulgar.

Li-Teh recognised the rebel Sun Yat Sen. He was